
Jesus:  
The Image of the Invisible God
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WHO IS THE MAN OF THE SHROUD?

An aid in knowing and appreciating more deeply the Passion 
of Christ, suffered for our redemption.

“A mirror of the Gospel” (St. Pope John Paul II).

An icon of the Passion - “image and word illuminate each 
other” (CCC, 1160).
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GOD OF HOSTS, BRING US BACK;
LET YOUR FACE SHINE ON US, 

AND WE SHALL BE SAVED.

Psalm 80
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Our greatest desire is to contemplate God face to face.

“Do let me see your glory!” (Exodus 33:18)

“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9)
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A TESTAMENT TO HOLY SATURDAY

Pope Benedict XVI:

Christ entered the “no man’s land” between death and the 
Resurrection.

God in Christ shared our dying and our staying in death.

Love dwells in the bosom of death (cf. CCC, 624-627).
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ACCEPT THE REALITY OF DEATH TO LIVE

Helps us keep the right perspective, by not giving concerns 
of little importance more attention than they deserve.

Christianity reminds us that death is overcome by God 
going through it.

Christ really had to die that we might truly live.
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HISTORY OF THE SHROUD

Two categories to historical study:

1.Reliable historical evidence from 1350 to the present;

2.Circumstantial yet intriguing evidence before that.
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FROM CHRIST TO 1350

1st century:

King Abgar of Edessa cured of leprosy 
after beholding the image of Jesus on a 
cloth brought by Jude Thaddeus.

Abgar’s 2nd son and successor reverts to 
paganism and persecutes Christians.
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6th century:

The Shroud is rediscovered in a niche 
above one of the city gates of Edessa.

Acheiropoietos - not made with hands

Mandylion - towel

Tetradiplon - cloth folded in four
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–Archdeacon Gregory of the Church of Holy Wisdom, 944 A.D.

“These are truly things of beauty; they contain the color of 
the imprint of Christ, which has been further embellished 

by the drops of blood that gushed from his side.”
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–Robert de Clari, 1203 A.D.

“The Shroud in which Our Lord had been wrapped… 
stood up straight every Friday so that the features of    

Our Lord could be plainly seen there.”
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–Theodore Angelos, in a letter to Pope Innocent III, 1204 A.D. listing what was stolen in the sack of Constantinople

“Most sacred of all, the linen in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
was wrapped after his death and before his resurrection.”
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Botanical evidence removed from the Shroud contains pollen 
deposits of 57 different plants:

• 16 species exclusively from Israel;

• 7 from Israel and other Middle Eastern countries;

• 6 from Turkey;

• 16 from Mediterranean countries;

• 12 common to France and Italy.
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There is microscopic soil on 
the victim’s heel, which 
contains travertine aragonite 
limestone, unique to the 
cave tombs around 
Jerusalem.
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Two types of images on the Shroud:

1.Body image on the top one or two 
fibrils, produced by a chemical 
change in the fibrils; did not involve 
body contact.

2.Blood marks made by a contact 
process and penetrate the Shroud.
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ICON OF THE PASSION

Swollen Face:

Matthew 26:67-68

Mark 14:65

Luke 22:64

John 18:22
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Scourging:

Matthew 27:26

Mark 15:15

Luke 23:22

John 19:1
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Crucified:

Matthew 27:35

Mark 15:24

Luke 23:33

John 19:17
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Crowned with Thorns:

Matthew 27:29-30

Mark 15:16-19

John 19:5
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Pierced Side:

John 19:33-35
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HOW OLD IS THE SHROUD?

C-14 tests of 1988 are now considered a debacle.

Sampling protocols violated.
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HOW OLD IS THE SHROUD?

C-14 tests of 1988 are now considered a debacle.

Sampling protocols violated.

The sample area had been repaired and contained material 
not original to the Shroud.
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THE IMPRINT IT MAKES ON OUR LIVES

Jesus inspires us and holds our affections because of His 
Resurrection and continued presence with us.

The hymn of Colossians 1:15-20 is a reminder and point of 
reference for the Good News:

• The execution of Jesus effected the world’s salvation;

• God’s plan for creation is embodied in Jesus.
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